Welcome to the

Center for Medical Simulation

Welcome to the rotation on medical simulation and crisis management at the Center for Medical Simulation.  This is an elective rotation that is focused on developing your understanding and skills in managing anesthesia crises, teaching and debriefing events, and using simulation as a practice and teaching tool.

This is a unique rotation in a number of ways.  First, it is non-clinical.  Beyond your call schedule for the month and one day per week in the OR (if required by your program) you will not have patient care responsibilities.  In some ways this is a relief.  In other ways it is a challenge as it is important to ‘suspend disbelief’ and take the activities here as seriously as you would take direct patient care.

Second, the month is less structured than the typical rotation.  You will not be closely supervised as you are in the clinical setting.  There are several projects and activities that are self-directed.  This requires some discipline on your part!  It is important that you use your time wisely on days that we do not have scheduled activities.   Though you are expected to be here during working hours, feel free to go to conferences that don’t conflict with our courses, visit the library, and consult with whomever you need – just let someone here know where you are.

Third, the most valuable days are the ones when we have anesthesia related courses scheduled.  It is critical that you arrange your month well in advance so that your call, day-after-call, and OR days do not conflict with these courses.  This is your responsibility.  Also, note that there are some courses scheduled on weekends and some may be evening sessions.  You are expected to participate in all of these.

All of the requirements and responsibilities for the month are listed on this web site.  Rhonda Young, our secretary, can provide the references and the Gaba book if you wish to borrow one.  Please read through the web site and if you have any questions or special circumstances please talk to Dan Raemer or Robert Simon as soon as possible.

We hope you have a great experience here.  We are dedicated to making this one of the most outstanding experiences of your residency.  We hope you learn things that you have not encountered before.  We always learn a great deal from the residents who spend a month with us and look forward to your contributions.  Have a great month!

                                                                        Sincerely,

                                        Dan Raemer for CMS faculty and staff
